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I. St. Peter Proclaims the Cornerstone 

 

It was back in Matthew 16 that Jesus said to the disciples, "Who do you say that I am?" And it was 

Peter who answered for the disciples and said, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." He 

was absolutely right, and so to Peter Jesus said, "Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and 

blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. And I also say to you that you 

are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. 

And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be 

bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven." 

 

It was an enormous, God-given discovery that Peter voiced that day: he had declared that Jesus was 

in fact God's Son and the Savior. Peter had proclaimed the foundation, the rock, on which the 

Church is built. Indeed, it is forever true that the foundation of the Church is nothing and no one else 

than Jesus Christ, the Son of the Living God. 

 

Now, to make sure that nobody came up with the silly idea that Peter was the foundation of the 

Church, or that the bishops who followed after him were to be the supreme priest who must be 

obeyed, the Lord clarified this through the words of no less than Peter himself. Far from claiming to 

be the foundation of the Church, Peter wrote:  

 

4Coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected indeed by men, but chosen by God and precious, 5you 

also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual 

sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6Therefore it is also contained in the Scripture, 

"Behold, I lay in Zion A chief cornerstone, elect, precious, And he who believes on Him will by no 

means be put to shame." 7Therefore, to you who believe, He is precious; but to those who are 

disobedient, "The stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief cornerstone," 8and "A 

stone of stumbling And a rock of offense." They stumble, being disobedient to the word, to which 

they also were appointed. 

 

So there. Peter proclaimed it by the inspiration of God. Jesus is the chief Cornerstone on which the 

Church is built. Without Him there is no Church, because He is the Savior who shed His blood and 

gave His life on the cross for the sins of the world. He was rejected by men and crucified, but God 

raised Him up. All those who believe in Him are forgiven for their sins; and so, if He is the 

Cornerstone-the foundation, then Christians are living stones who are built upon Him. They are not 

built upon sand that will wash away or priests who die, one after another (Heb. 7:23); indeed, 

although they are lashed by storm and tempest, that gates of hell will not prevail against the Church. 

It is built on Christ. Christ has conquered sin and death and hell. He shares that victory with all who 

believe by His grace. Even though they might be rejected and suffer like their Lord, they will not be 
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ashamed. God will raise up all of His people on the Last Day. 

 

As for those who do not believe in Him and prefer to cling to their sin, St. Peter gives an important 

warning: to those who are disobedient, "The stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief 

cornerstone," 8and "A stone of stumbling And a rock of offense." They stumble, being disobedient 

to the word, to which they also were appointed. Whether or not they believe God Word, they were 

also appointed to be under it. They are subject to His Word; and if they reject God's free gift of 

grace, then they will be subject to His mandatory judgment. If they do not rejoice that Christ is the 

chief Cornerstone who has redeemed them from sin, they will find that the chief Cornerstone is also 

and irresistible force and they are not an immoveable object. They will find themselves crushed for 

eternity-because the Savior stood ready, offering them forgiveness so that they might be built into 

His temple, His Church; and they opted for their sins and death instead. 

 

II. Living Stones 

 

But crushing judgment is not for you, dear brothers and sisters in Christ; for you are living stones, 

redeemed by Christ and built into His Church. Forgiven for your sins, you will not be ashamed, for 

the Lord has only blessings to speak of you, as St. Peter proclaims: 

 

 

Once you were just scattered sinners, not even a people; now you are His people because He has 

made you so. In Christ, He has chosen you to be His holy nation, His own special people. He has 

made you a royal priesthood. 

 

A royal priesthood…what does this mean? Many get this confused today, believing that the 

priesthood is the same thing as the office of pastor. This is not the case: the privileges of priesthood 

are far different than the duties of a called and ordained minister of the Word. In the Old Testament, 

priests were called by God to make sacrifices at the temple. These included thank offerings and 

sacrifices for sin. Priests also had the solemn privilege of entering into temple, near God's presence 

in the Holy of Holies; and the High Priest had the awesome privilege of entering into God's presence 

in that Most Holy Place, though only one day a year. 

 

See? Pastors are about taking God's gifts of Word and Sacrament and delivering them to the people. 

Priests are all about offering sacrifices and coming to God. And you, says St. Peter, are a royal 

priesthood, not a royal pastorate.  

 

So what do you do? Priests offer sacrifices, but let's be clear what this means: you don't offer 

sacrifices for sins, because there aren't any of those left. Jesus was the only, ultimate Sacrifice for 

sin: His blood atones for all the sins of all the world. There is no sacrifice for sin left to be made; 

therefore, all that's left for you to do is to offer sacrifices of praise and thanksgiving. Such sacrifices 

are nothing else than this: to witness and testify to what the Lord has done. 

 

Now, much of this happens in your vocations, your callings in life: as part of the royal priesthood, 

God has given you tasks to do. He uses you as His instruments to serve people in this world. What 

you do in your vocations is part of your royal priesthood duties-part of your sacrifice of praise. If the 

Lord has given you the vocation of parent, He delights to see you reading stories to your children. If 

the Lord has given you the vocation of IT professional, He delights to see you network computers. If 

the Lord has given you the vocation of student, He rejoices to see you work through the story 
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problems in Algebra 2.  

 

Even little Kacie, just baptized this morning, is part of the royal priesthood and offers her sacrifice of 

praise as she is able. As she eats and sleeps, she is doing what God has given her to do in her 

vocation of "baby." With every breath she takes, she testifies to God's miraculous gift of life. 

Sometimes at 2:00am, she proclaims the Lord's wonderful gift of vocal cords so that we might speak 

His Word. Make no mistake: Kacie is so precious in the sight of God that He has given His only Son 

to redeem her. By the mortar of water and Word this day, she is now a living stone who is built upon 

the foundation of Christ Jesus.  

 

So it is also for you. Set free from sin by your Savior Jesus, you are set free to serve those around 

you, and this is part of your sacrifice of praise, your offering of thanksgiving. It often looks quite 

ordinary in the eyes of the world, because it's how God set things up ordinarily to run.  

 

However, dear members of the royal priesthood and living stones in the house of the Lord, you have 

a greater sacrifice of praise: you have the privilege to proclaim that your Savior has "called you out 

of darkness into His marvelous light," who made you His people by His mercy. While it is the 

pastor's vocation to proclaim the Gospel from the pulpit, it is your great joy and privilege to declare 

that Good News. Some of this is done as you sing hymns and confess creeds in worship, and some of 

it is done as you share the hope that you have, as the opportunity arises, within your vocation. 

 

Those are the sacrifices of praise that you offer, because the Christ has made Himself the Sacrifice 

for your sin. 

 

And there's more. As priests had the privilege of drawing near to the Lord in the temple, so you enter 

into His presence, too. You cannot see Him: as the temple curtain hid His glory in days of old, He 

veils His presence in water, bread and wine. But in His Word and Sacraments, He draws near to you. 

He brings you into His presence to give you forgiveness and faith and life.  

 

What joys you have as a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, and a people belonging to God. This 

is all the work of the Lord Jesus, your chief cornerstone, who in His mercy was despised and 

rejected at the cross so that you might be redeemed. 

 

If these are the blessings that God showers upon you, then you know what sins you are called to 

avoid. 

 

If you are set free from sin, then take care that you do not sin freely. It is far too common a sight for 

one to say, "Since I am a Christian and saved by grace alone, then I can indulge in all sorts of sins 

and worldly pleasures without harming that faith." This is simply wrong: Christ has set you free 

from sin, free to do good works. To return to sin is to say that you do not want His mercy. You do 

not want to be a living stone or of the royal priesthood. This will lead to your judgment. 

 

If you are set free to serve, then rejoice to go about the vocations that you have. It is far too common 

a sin for Christians to hate their daily routines, rather than give thanks to God for the opportunities to 

serve those around them. It is further far too common for Christians to believe that their daily lives 

are not service to God, and thus they hold their God-given vocations in contempt as they look for 

something more to do. And, these days, it is far too common to hear attacks on the Office of the 

Holy Ministry-the claim that since all Christians are priests, they are also all pastors. This serves 
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only to confuse the pastoral ministry and the Church. This hinders the proclamation of the Gospel 

and damages the royal priesthood. 

 

If you are set free to come into the Lord's presence, then do so often and joyfully. It will always be a 

great temptation to believe that, as a living stone in the Lord's house, you do not need the means of 

grace so much. But a priest who never goes to the temple isn't a priest. To deprive yourself of God's 

Word and Sacraments is to deprive yourself of your Savior's gracious presence; and if you deprive 

yourself of His forgiveness and life, you will eventually turn into a stone-cold brick that is cast into a 

rubbish heap and lost. 

 

No, dear fellow members of the Lord's royal priesthood, this is not for you. St. Peter declares that 

you have been set free from sins to live in the Lord's marvelous light. And so, where these 

temptations still lead you into sin, you quickly confess them with this glad confidence: so that God 

would not reject and despise you for your sin on Judgment Day, Jesus allowed Himself to be 

despised and rejected on the cross. So that you might obtain mercy, Jesus received no mercy but all 

of God's wrath on the cross. So that you might live in His light, He endured darkness and hell. All 

this, so that He might be your foundation, the cornerstone on which you are built forever. 

 

All this so that you might be His chosen generation, His royal priesthood, His holy nation, His own 

special people-because you are forgiven for all of your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Ghost. Amen 


